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ABC NIGHTLINE
6 September 1983

ROPPEL: Good evening. I'm Ted Koppel and this is Nightline. Gennadi\Gerasimov is a
Soviet political analyst and political commentator for the Soviet News Agency Novosti.
He is with us tonight live from Moscow. Ambassador\Jeane\Kirkpatrick is the United
States representative at the United Nations. She is with us tonight live from New
York. Our topic: today's acknowledgment by the Soviet Union that it did indeed, in
the Soviets' words, 'terminate' Korean Air Lines Flight 007.

ROPPEL: The Soviets have finally admitted in very circumspect language that their
military ¢id indeecd shoot down that Roreasn airliner. But why remains something of 8
mystery. The Soviets charge that the plane was involved in some kind of U.S.
espionage attempt. That may sound compelling in Moscow, but here in Washington, even
among officials of previous administrations with no love for Ronald Reagan, the charge
is dismissed as unconvincing. There is believed to be little or nothing that could be
learned through the use of that Rorean 747 that couldn't be more efficiently learned
through satellites, listening posts or military reconnaissance aircraft, which would
seem to suggest that the Soviets are guilty of incredible brutality, unbelievable
incompetence, or possibly both. Joining us live now to discuss those possibilities or \
some others 1 may have overlooked are, from New York, Washington's ambassador to the
United Nations, Jeane Kirkpatrick, and from Moscow, Gennadi Gerasimov, analyst and
commentator for the Soviet news agency Novosti. Mr. Gerasimov, I would assume that
'you have some other explanation. Why was the plane shot down? GENNADI GERASIMOV
(Soviet Political Analyst): Well, the plane was shot down because it was in the
Soviet airspace anc the pilot didn't know it was, it was a civilian air, airliner.

ROPPEL: Does it surprise you to learn that there have been some Soviet aireraft in
American airspace and they have not been’shot down for the simple reason that most
civilized nations do not do that, especislly when dealing with & civilian aireraft?
GERASINOV: Well, I don't about the cases that the Soviet zirlines were, uh, were,
un-, un-, unidentified and, uh, were stopped irn American airspace. I don't know about
this accident. The problem with it with this particular accident is that the, the
Soviet pilot didn't recognize that it was & civilian plane. And it was, uh, over, as
they say in the, uh, the statement of the Soviet government which was announced
yestercay, the plane was over, and now I quote from, uk, Przvdas newspaper, uh, 'the
mest important tezse of strategic forces of the Soviet Union.'

RCPPEL: Mr. Gerasimov... GERASIMOV: Maybe this is the explanation.

KOPPEL: Un, I'm no pilot and obviously no expert on the silhouettes of aircraft, but
I suspect that... GERASIMOV: Well, the Soviet Union...

ROPPEL: I suspect that even you would know the difference between a 747, uh, and, uh,

& reconnaissance aircraft. They don't look anything like each other, &t least not by

visual sightings. GERASIMOV: I don't know how the, how the reconnaissance, uh,
RC-135...

KOPPEL: 35. It looks very much like a Boeing 707. GERASIMOV: I don't know how

;
it looks like. Uh, I do know how Boeing 747 looks like. I was flying on it. But,

CONTINUED
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uh, as they say, our military people, uh, say, uh, that, uh, the radar signature, as
they call it, is the same. ’

ROPPEL: Yes. That, that... GERASIMOV: So on radar screen it was the sau(e.

KOPPEZL: On the radar screens I think you're probably correct, because I've heard the
same thing from American specialists. But your pilots, the pilots of the SU-15s¢ the
pilots of the MiG 23s, they, uh, had this Plane in visual sighting. They were ;nly
uh, I believe I heard the pilot say in the tapes that we've hezrd, only two kilomet;rs
away en & fairly bright, moonlit night. One would assume that = prefessional military
pilot coulc tell the cifference. GIRASIMOV: Well, the, the Plane was behaving very
strangely, and, uh, yesterday on, uh, Soviet TV I asked, uh, your president, uh, uh
six questions, anc one of them was why the behavior of the plane was so strange. IE
didn't answer, unh, radio, radio. It didn't follow the, uh, the maneuvers of Soviet
planes. So it was behaving as if it was, uh, something very strange, a spy plane, and
it was over very sensitive area. 4ll this is very unfortumate, by the way. Uh, the
whole thing that happened. But, uh, uh, to begin with, which number one was, why it
could deviate, uh, into Soviet airspace. It's the most modern plane civil aviation
anc, uk, many pilots who use this plane, they say it is technically mnext to impossi;lg
to, tc lose your way, so to sa2y, there on this pacticular plane. so, uh, the Soviet
side maybe was thinking that it was a, an intentional flight over Soviet territory.

ROGPPEL: Even :if it were, Nr. Gerasimov, and in a moment, uh, I, I assume first of all
that when you say that you asked the questions of President Reagan, these are more or
less rhetorical questions which vou would like to have answered by the U.S.

governpentl. In z moment I'l]l pose z couple of those cuestioms, if you like, to
Azbzssacor Rirkpatrick. But let me just 25k vou one final guestion, uh, and we will
be coming back to you later in the broadcast, but for the moment, ome final Question.
Let us zssume, and I don't think there's any argument, that the 747 was indeed over
Soviet territory way bevond your border. Nevertheless it was = civilian aireraft with
262 ¢ivilian passengers. One would assume that your Eilitary would take some care in
Cistinguishing between that kind of an aircraft and military Teconnzissance plase.
Simply because it's over Soviet airspace doesn't, one would think, give the Soviet
Union the right to shoot the plane down. GCERASINMOV: Well, the Soviet government
issuec several statements, uh, 2 series of them, and, uh, from the very beginmning to
the last siatement, uh, it Is that, that they cicn't identify the Plane &t the moment
el this unfcrtunate accident. They didn't identify it z¢ 2 civilian plane. 4&ncd the
Soviel governmenl expressec twice, expressec :its regret anc deep sorrow for the loss
of life.

KOPPEZL: Actually, the Soviet government has issued z number of statements over the
last few cays, some of which seem to contradict the earlier statements. Today, only
five days aiter the plane was shot down, fcr the first time your government decided
that indeed it cic shoot down the plane. Why did they take so long to find that out?-
GERASIMOV: Well, if you read our statements before that, uh, it was tacitly there
taat, for instance...

ROPPZL: Well, it said the plane disappeared. GERASINOV: Un, disappeared...

KOPPEL: ...as though it, as though it were an act of God. GERASIMOV: The Soviet
government expressed its regret for the less of life. But ycu see, maybe it wzs a
kind of... First of zll, maybe they were gathering informstion.

: Lo Y : And second, maybe it
was & kind of waiting for the American side to say something.

4nc for instance, your
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side was silent about your .spy plane being in the area for several days. So you ;ee,

taybe we're waiting for something else to develop.

KOPPEL: Why, uh, Mr. Gerasimov, since the, uh, American reconnaissance plane wasg
flying in international airspace, why was it necessary to wait for the American
government to acknowlecdge that? GERASIMOV: Well, uh, that I don't know the answer to
that question. Maybe, you see, we knew from the very beginning that there were two
Planes in the air. And, uh, the observation was established, uh, to both planes, so
to say. ZIxcuse my English. Uh, but we didn't say it in the beginning, so we kept

his particular piece of information until the American side acdmitted. So maybe this |
explains why we were a little bit late with the latest statement. : ’

ROPPEL: Uh, you were talking about your government having tacitly admitted that it
shot down the plane. The fact that it has expressed regrets, is that like a tacit
spology? GERASINOV: 1It's not an apology. See, it's, uh, for us, the whole
unfortunste episode is, uh, looks completely different. Uh, my government sees in
this very big provocation because, as maybe I will have time im this teo enunerste six
points cof mine, uh, because of these six points we think that it was an intentional
flight cver Soviet territory by a2 civilian plane which was also & SPY plane. And the
purpose of it was, first, if it succeeds, to see if it's possible to use civilian
planes for spy purposes, and second, if it fails, as it really did, then to raise hell
anc¢ to use it for undermining the international situation, to wse it for, to use it to
prove agzin that your government, vour adewinistration is right, uh, ir its cause of
peace through threats and its harsh attitude toward the Soviet Dnion, uh, with these
barbarians, as your president put it. So to use it for politieal purposes, uh, to
undermine the internaticnal situationm.

ROPFPEZL: All right, Mr. Gerasimov, that's just one of many interesting points that we

will indeec have a chance to discuss a little bit further. In s moment we'll tura to i

the Unitec Nations Security Council where tocday Ambassador Kirkpatrick charged the
Soviets with calculated actions that shocked the world, anc where today the United
Stales plzyed tape recordings of the Soviet pilots during the £inzl moment
Aif lLines Flight 007. And we'll talk with Ambassador Rirkpatrick.
of the tzpes referred to above) :

s of Rorean i
(Partial playing

ROPPZL: Azbassador Jeanme Rirkpatrick is with us in New York. It was she whe today
speerneacdec the U.S, ciplomatic assault on the Soviei attsck om that Rorean zirliner.

2 T & modent we'll be lalking to Mrs. Rirkpatrick live. Wno provored whom in the
ticn of the Rorean zicliner went before the Security Council of the United
today. U.S. Ambassador Rirkpatrick played 2 recording, illustrated with video
spe, o the Soviet fighter pilot's communication with his ground contrel before he

ired the migsile that terminated Flight 007. It was, as Marilyn Berger reports,
eniniscent of & similar episode nesrly 2] veasrs sgo when Ambassador Adla
onfroniec the Russians with U.S. evidence and demanded an explanation.
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(Videotzpe of Adlai Stephenson addressing the Security Council) ADLAI STEPHENSON
(U.S. A=bassador to UN): &Al)l right, sir, let me 25k you one simple cuestion.
#zbasszcor Zorin, deny that the USSR has placed and is placing medium= and
intermecizte-range missiles and sites in Cuba? Yes or nc. Don't wait for the
eanslaticn, yes or no? VALERIAN ZORIN (USSR Ambassador to UN) (through translator):
= nel Iin an Aperican courtroom, s£ir, and therefore I do not wish to answer a
cuesticn that is put to me in the fashicn in which prosecutor does. In due course,
ir, you will have your reply. STEPHENSON: I'm prepared to wait for my answer until
nell freezes over if that's vour decision.

Do you,
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BERGER: Todsy in one of the mostdramatic meetings held in the Security Council sin
that exchange 21 years ago, U.S. Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick, unlike her predecess .
Adlai Stephenson chose not to wait until hell freezes over for an answer from the °
Soviet Union, this time about the ill-fated Korean airliner. She provided & videota
with the answers. JEANE RIRKPATRICK (U.S. Ambassador to UN): On this tape you willpe
hear the voices of pilots of Soviet interceptors which included three SU-15 *Flagon
and one MiG-23 *Flogger, including the SU-15 pilot who pulled the trigger which sons
release§ the missile which destroved the Korean Air Lines Flight 007. (The words of
t§e Seviet pilot are heard in Russian and zre being translated into English. Screen
cisplzys the transmission both in English and in Russian) PILOT: The target's str;bg
laght s bdlinking. I see it visually and on radar. The target isn't responding to
IFF.  The 4.N.0. (Air Navigation Lights) are burnming. The strobe light is flashing
?‘ve alrea@y approachec the target to 2 distance of about two kilometers. The targ;t
is decreasing speed. I'm dropping back, now I will {ry & rocket. I'm closing on the
target. I'm in lock-on. I've executed the launch. The target is destroyed. I'm
breaking off attack. )

BERGER: Those voices demonstrated that the Rorean plane's lights were flashing when
Fhe Russians said its lights were off, that it was steying on course and decreasin
ils speec when the Russians insist it was trying to sveid pursuit, and contradicteg &
Soviet zllegation that the Russian pilots could not see the plane because of poor
visibility. Tnis morning, Soviet ambassador Oleg Iroyanovsky was still repeating the
party line. But it was yesterday's party line, already being contradicted in Moscow
practically at the moment he spoke. At first he refusec to acknowlecge that Russian
fighters had.shot down & Rorean airliner. Then, in the afternoon, when he got word
that Yoscovw hac admitted downing the plane, Troyanovsky hac an excuse Prepared OLEG
TROVANQOVSRY (USSR Ambassador to UN) (through tranmslator): The Sovies pilots ;n
s?opping the actions of the intruder plane, could not know that it was a :ivilian
aireraft. It was flying without navigatien lights in the height of night in
conditions of bad visibility and was not answering the signals.

EERGER: Then Rorean ambassador Kim accused the Soviet Union of inveating lies sayin
that ne cne could confuse the Rorean 747 2or an Ameriean Teconnaissante jet, ;HB &
¥YUNG WOX KIM (South Rorean Rep. to UN): Unless the Soviet fighier pilot, un T

exclusively recruited only from those with seriously cefective eyesight,,iti;

izpessitlie to imagine that they could have mittaken one plane for the other

BIRGZF: Iz & council that has resoundec for vears with arii-American Thetorie, the
. . . . . K3 . . - . < ’

werce naf sucdenly changed. Narilyn Berger for Nightline at the United Natioms

ROPPEL: Joining us live now from New York, Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick. Nrs.
R%rkpatrick, do you have any ides vei, five dsys after the fact, ;hy that Korean
airliner was so far off course? JEANE RIRKPATRICK (U.S. Ambassador to UN): No, we
don't. The £act is, there zre rezlly only two possibilities. We know that it h;d
three cozpulerized navigationzl devices and either there was z human error in -
prograczing those computers or else there was a mechanicsl failure. But we really
dcnit know 2nd 1 don't suppose we ever will know. One of the many predlems about the
Soviel behzvior is that they're not permitting either us or the Japanese or the
Ko:e;;s cr anybody to assist in the search mission to try to retrieve any of the kinds
cf evicence that might give us some answers to that. You know, even tocay the Soviets
have never shared the black box which would have helped explain the 1978 Rorean Air

Line c:szster.
CONTINUED
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ROPPZL: What you're referring to is back in '78 when they shot down another Rorean...

RIRKPATRICK: FRight.

ROPPEL: ...airliner. That, that one crashed on the ice and only two peopi"g were
killed. KIRKPATRICK: Exactly.

ROPPEL: Let, let me ask you, because if there is any &
the 4merican zudience might be ueasy with regz
:s the delzy in adrmitting that there was

spect to this story about which
rd to its own government's activity, it
an RC-135 imerican reconnaissance Flane in
the 2rea. Why did it take so long for the administration to 36:it that? KIRKPATRICK:
Aetuzlly there wasn't an American aerial reconnzissznce in the ares...

KROPPZL: Not when it was shot down. But it was in the ares before that. KRIRRPATRICK:

: Well, it depends on what you mean by 'in the area,' because as I made clear
toczy anc as the president made clesr, when the Korean airliner was shot down, the
Rorean zirliner was shot down over Soviet sirspace. The U.S. aerial Teconnaissance
was never near Soviet... Well, it was never in Soviet eirspace or, or even brushed the
ecges of it, really. When the Korean airliner wzs shot down the American aerial
reocnnzissance plane had zlready landed an hour earlier, 1,500 miles away. So, I
cdon't know, you knmow, I just don't think you call that 'in the ares,' in £act.

ROPPEL: No, not anymore. But we know, because vou and others in the administration
hgve told us, thet that reconnzissance plane was, in point of fact, in the same
vicinity as the Korear 747 during the tvo and 2 half hours. st some pPoint during that
two-anc-z—half-hour period, uh, during which the Soviets were in fact tracking the
plane. KIRKPATRICK: Well, st the begimning, actuzlly, of the two—and-a=half-hour
perioC when, befcre they were over Soviet eirspace 2t zll. 4nd the Soviets knew that
lhere were two planes. We just heard that froz the other guest on your show. The
Scviets knew perfectly well that there were two planes thece, so there never was
rezlly zny tonfusion about whether there was =z, you know, whether there were two
planes, or... We never were in the ares thst they were pursuing or shooting down
anybocy. It's, uh, it literally wasn't relevant.

ROPPZL: I am tolc by, by, by specizlists in the field that somelimes large commercial
sireraft like that 747 are, in effect, usec for thielcing s reccznaissance Plane #rom
enemy racdar tracking, thet they're for, for masking, in effect. Is that true?
RIRKPATRICI: Well, I don't know, I'm nmel an expert in that fielc. Iz vou say
semelizes, I'm sure that's not the cese here beczuse Lhe Rorean zirliner was o= =
ccurse which is an abso-... shoulc... The roule that it was flying and shoulc've
stavec on is & route that is, uh, absolutely routine and £lown by dozens of flights,
iiterzlly. .

ROPPZL: But of course it wasn't on that route. KIRRPATRICR: No, but it was in the
beginning, anc it was in, at a point thst it, for example, ub, tracked, was

inlersectec with the American aerizl reconnzissance. The Asmerican azerial »
reconngissance plane was on, agzin, on & routine route which it tries to verify SALT,
uh, veriication, SALT treaty verification. Uh,

.and a5 I understand it, in any case,
the Scviets know what our azerisl reconnzistsance

flight courses zre, just as we kmow
what theirs zre, 2nd so there just wouldn't've been eny question at all of, uh,
confusion zbout thal. The Soviets understood that there were two planes there very
briefly in internztionzl zirspace, Tney know what our routes zre, they knew what the
other routes were. :

CONTINUED
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ROPPZL: All right. HWe've gotta”take & break, Macame Ambzssador. When we return
we'll resume our live ciscussion with Soviet political anzlyst Gennadi Gerasimov in
Hoscow and with UN Ambassador Jeanme Kirkpztrick in New York.

ROPPEL: Joining us once agsin live from Moscow, Genaddi Gerasimov, political
commentator for the Soviet news agency Novosti. Mr. Gerasmiov, let me try again. :
Your government. hzs concedec that it shot the plane down. It has expressec regrets
thet it happened. Is anyone prepared to scknowledge yet that = mistazke was made?

IM0V:  You see, the pilot was acting according to his instructionms. So,
3

I'm not
enybocdy :s prepared. Anc the resporsitility, as we see, lies with somebody
this spy plane into our airspace.

EL: Now, vou're going to have to explain that, if you would, in somewhat greater
11, because I don't know that any evidence has been presented yet——perhaps you'll
»t the first of it tonight=-that this wa: indeed & spy plane. GERASINMOV: Well,
t{ have cdirect evidence. I have guestions which were not answered, and two of
ther were zlready touched upon by, by Mrs. Ambassador. And one is there is no answer
1o the Question why this plane, which is a5 ] have szic tehniczly superior anc have
nzvigaztion systems, severzl of thez, why this plane was, had this deviztion from the
usual course. The question is not answered. The second guestion about the second
plane, I don't think the answer is satisfactory, because it, well, you may say it's =
routine flight. But zt some point it was in the same 2rea, and of course it could
complicale the picture for Soviet military auvthorities in the regiom.

ROPPEZL: Well, let me just stop you for one moment, Xr. Gerasimov, because, ah, as
4ztessador Rirkpatrick indicaztec z moment ago, we have z number of treaties between
cur two countries, anc in orcder to verify that eazch cide is ‘achering to the terms of
those Treaties, ezch country is entitled to pursue what zre czlled 3 ati
means c¢f varification. GERASKIOV: Right. ? T believe aational
ROPPZ:: That refers to satellites. ERASIMOV: That's correct.

ROPPZL: It refers to reconnaissance zircraft. Sc, vou know Very well that these
kin€s of reconnzissance aircrzft are in your zrez, and vou also know the commercisl
gircralt Ilying in the zrez. It seem:s to be an enormous lezp cof logic to be =2tle to
go Irex one to the shooling down of another. GEIRASIMOV: Well, con't cdispute that,
an, Ilnel there zre nalionzl means cf varification. 3But it't cme thing to use
sele..ites, wWhich sre permiltec, or maybe to use plznes fzr cZ5 from the Soviet
sircpzce. AnC il's ouite another thing to use this particular reason to send the spy
pianes into the Soviel lerritory, which happens somelimes, you T-2 incident and
others. 1 don't think.... :

ROPPZL: This was what 23 years ago, 24 years ago? GERASIMOV: Stiil I Temember.

ROPFZL: It still rankles with the Soviet Union. I guess thenm it's fzir to point out
thet ihis s the second time the Soviet Urion has sho! dowvn 2 commercial airliner in
only five years. Is that an accicent? GEIRASIMOV: Well, but it's not an accident
beczuse il was jusl, there were many, many circumstances pul together and the Presence
of an acditionzl spy planme Irn the region was one of thex. Anc, ch, it was close to
the commercial airliner. Anc I dor't think that it i{s z rule im tivil avistion to
escecl civil zirlines with military ones.

strick? GERASIMOV: Anc this was the case. KIRRPATRICK:
s like szying that & plane that lznds in Chicago an hour in

CONTINUED
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scvance of one thst lands in San Francisco could be, as it vere, legitimately confused
“ith being, hazving been in the air at one point an hour and & ha

1f before over Ozaha
or something. GERASIMOV: I am not saying that, ah, there was s confusion there.

KRIRKRPATRICR: It's, zh, you know, and furthermore I think the Soviets keep tryin....

ROPPZIL: Mr. Gerasimov, if you'd be good enough to let the ambassador finish first,
thenr I1'l1 give vou an opportunity to respond. KIRKPATRICK: You know I think that the
Soviets.... IRASIMOV: I'm not saying, well.... KIRKPATRICR: I think that the
Soviet Unicn it trying to call the Rorean zirlinmer 2 spy plane. And we know it was
over Soviel territory. We know it strayec over Soviet territory. 4nd by calling it a
£py plane 2gain anc again and again to leave an impression that they, you know, that
there's some reasor to believe it was a Spy plane, when there's absolutely no reason
tc believe that at all, anymore than any other commercial airliner. GERASINMOV: You
see, you, you bust imagine the situstion and the duration. It was for two hours and &
half. And curing this two hours and a half there were plenty of incidents of
complications, anc one of them was that your reconnaissance plane met somewhere in the
arez or just immediately before the Korean 2irliner entered the Soviet airspace, met
with your spy plane, who was detected by Soviet radar.

ROPPEZL: You see, Mr. Gerasimov, that's.... GIZRASIMOV: I'm not say that there was 3
case of mistaken identity. I'm saying that is just one of the complications which are
coming te the whole picture. The other complications.....

»

Now, I guess one of the, one of the complications tkat that troutles me, Mr,
is if for example the Soviet SU~15 had shot down tne 747

s in the region with the reconnzissance plane, one might,

logic just & little big, be atle to excuse the act. But it didn't happen

bovt an hour and & half later when'the plane hac long since landed at another

e in Alaska.  Now, how do you.... GERASIMOV: It didn't....

&t the same time
I suppose, by, by

..
-
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ROFPIL: Kow do you use the one to justify the other. GERASIMOV: I know that. I
lign't invalidate my zrgument, which is that it was one of the complications which
came into the pictiure.

ROEPEI: Tell vs zbout some of the other complications. Maybe, mzyde they'll be a2
l1:T%le more compelling. GEIRASINOV: Yes, the other complication, I mentionec the
Zirsl cne, the plane straying of course. Now, the other putiic, complication is that
lne pizne Cicn'l answer, cidn't answer con the racio or Zrez ‘he grount anc froz the
Soviet pilets. BHe didn't answer. BKe didn't fcllow the mzneuvess. So, he's, it's
behzvior couid look very strange for s Soviet pilot. This, &h, so, the third
compiication is that, as I mentioned, the plane was over extremely sensitive ar

: All right, X¥r. Gerasimov, if you'll forgive me, excuse me, we have to take &
trezk for just = moment. I'll be bsck with you and with Mrs. Rirkpatriek in just a

ROPPZL: With us zgain now from our New York studics, the Unitec States Axmbaesder to
the U.N. Jezne Kirkpatrick ané in Mescow, Soviet political analyst, Gennaci Gerzsimov.
Yacez 4mbassacdor, Mr. Gerasimov rzised zn interesting point s mcoent 2go. Wny do you
think it was thet the Korean plane cid net answer Soviet inguiries, or whre there any
Scviel inguires? KIRKPATRICK: We don't know that there were any Soviet ingquiries at
ell. We con have any, nothing on the tzpe suggests that there were Soviet inguiries
et

nhe plane curing the 20 minutes, roughly, 50 minutes that it vas, before it was
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destroyec. We, we think that the Soviet plane don't have the standard international

emergency {reguency.

KOPPEL: Becaﬁse.... KIRKPATRICK: Which would have enabled then to contacé the
Rorearn zirliner in fact.

ROPPEL: Why is that? I mean, why do they not.... KIRRPATRICK: Well, we think the
reascn i's that they fear that Soviet pilots might defect, might use that international
emergency Irequency to establish contact with other people and Cdefect. In any case

ve con’'l ihink they have it. GERASIMOV: May I make a point of order here? '
KIRKPATRICK: But we, just & minute please. We zlso, we have no evidence, the tape
shows no seroius effort at all to identify the Rorean airliner or show the ground
raising no questions about whst kincd of 2 planme it is, and the Soviet interceptor
fighters czising no questions really about who it is. It sizmply shows then tracking
anc decicing to destroy anc destroying. And that msybe is the most shocking thing of
e2ll about the tape, is the lack of contern about who 3t was they were trying to blast
out of the sky.

ROPPEL: Go zheac, Mr. Garasimov. GERASIMOV: Well, first of all, I would like to
mention that though your president said i hie speech that Soviet
not ecuipped with this particular radio which works on this specia
to point peint five megahertz. They, actually they are equipped, and it was mentioned
in the stzlement made by the Soviet government. So, it's just the statement of fact.
So, they had this particular facility, and they usec it, I suppose.

fighter planes are
1l wave length, one

KOPP
beczuse we c€o have perfectly reliabie electronic tape recordings of
from the Soviel pilots, and they 6i¢ not make such inguiries.

3

Fi: Yr.... KIRKPATRICR: Well, actuzlly, they didn't, if I may S3y so. £, ah,

the conversations

4
ROPPZL: 1I'll tell vou what, let me, let me put the cuestion in another
Gerzsimev.” I would assume that the Soviet governmenl has access to tape recorders
also znc presumatly they wouid have tapes of those conversations. It would be very
dramztiic if the Soviet government producec those tapes. Do you think they have them?
GIRASINOV: Tnat 1 don't rezlly knmow. I sizply don't knmow. But you see, we kad this
saccicdent in action, so to szv, for two hours and 2 half. £n¢ with modern

way, Mr.

cozmunicslions, it was pretty easy for someboCy somewnere in Washingtor or Jokyo to
teke vz The Telephcne receiver and to czl)l Moscow and to explain the whole th ng and
woy nel, why the hotline was not used in this particular case to stop this tragecy

ROPPEL: VYou think this is an appropriate use for the hotline? I mean, first of all,
I't not sure that the tzpes had made their way all the way tack to the, to the
decision-mzking pecple in Washington before the plane was thot down. 3But I suppose
more tc the peint, Mr. Gerasimov, is that nc one in Washington would have thought that
your government was going to shoot the plane down. You think that might be & reason .
for mnot calling thew? GEIRASINOV: Ah, you see, if the inforzation was there that the
plane was cver the Soviet territory, I guess it's 2 valid rezsen to use any
communication link available.

me ask the cuestion.... GERASIMOV: Do you see, znd it....
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el me 2tk the guestion very bluntly, Mr. Gerazsimev, zh. GZRASIMOV: VYes.

ian =
ate ©

ircraft, now that vou know
© shoot it down? GEIRASIMOV:

LCONTINUED

KOPPZL: Now that yeu know that it was indeed 2 civil
that 2€9 civilians died, co vou think it was appropri
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Cf ccurse not. I would say it in this way, that if the Soviet pilot knew for surfait
was nol a spy plane, il was 3 civilian plane, he had to try again to, to land it and
but then, I saw the plane was behaving very strangely Daneuvering and didn't want to
follow the orders. And that's why he assumed that it vas 2 spy plane.  Also, I would
like to add that there is information now which was not there but which is now
availadle after this accident, that the commercial zirlines are routinely used for
gethering informztion. 4nd in the beginning of the program it was mentioned by you
that we hzve satellites, so why worry about planes.

ROPFIl: Well, we have sztellites anc reconnzissance zircraft. GERASIMOV: VYes.
ROPPIl: So, why worry about s commercizl airerzft. ERASINOV:
specizlist in the field, but I've resd in your newspapers &nd in our newspapers that
even though you have very good satellites, planes are even better for some details of
reconnaissance business. And they are used, commerciz) airlines, over friendly
countries to the United States, they are supplied with certain, ah, certain equipment,

SPY equipment near & military base somewhere. I guess it's...(inavdible). I don't
know,

I'm not, I am not =

ROPPEZL: (Xrs. Rirkpatrick, it, it seems like s direct charge. You want to respond to
it? KIRKPATRICR: No, of course. I mean, absolutely not. The United States would
not, would not even consider, would not even consider using commercial sirliners that
arry passengers {or any kind of intelligence gather of reconnaissance information.
That's just an outrageous, absolute fabrication, which again is Just designed to
justify what was s perfectly brutal decision on the part of the Soviet Union to shoot
c¢own 2n zirplane, which either it kpew was 3 commerciz! zirliner carrying 269
passengers or it didn't know and i{ simply cdidn't care whoz it shot dowm. You know,
there zre some agreed uporn internationzl standards about what countries should do inm
case they find ar 2irliner that's strayed over their territory. They should try to
identify it: They should take every measure, 1If they think it's serious, then they
shoulc€ try to escort it out of their territory or fo-ce it to land, in an extreme
case.’  The Soviets simply ¢i€ none of those things. -They just, you know, they
fcilowed z policy of shoot now, identify lster.

ROPPEL: Mr. Gerasimov? GIRASIMOV: Well, I, I think ocne of the cuestions which aliso
can Te rzisec when we ciscuss this unfertunale episode it who prefits Zrom the vhole
tning?  Ancd cectainly net the Seviets zre. RIRKPATRICK: No one proiitls frorp the
wheie tring. Anc I mean this is & pure unacdulterzied iragedy in which 269 peorle lost
the:ir lives, in which & grez! many fzmilies sre berezvec. No one profits at all.
GIRASINMOV: But to where lies the responsibility for this, Macam Ambessador? 4nd it
we're.... KIRRPATRICK: The responsibility lies with whomever shot down the plane. I

think that's quite clear. GERASIMOV: Xaybe responsibility lies with those who sent
it intc the Soviet a2irspsce over very sensitive tecritory.

ROPPZL: MXr. Gerzsimov, we're gonnz have to take a brezk zgain, but before we do, I, I
must zsk you, you keep repezting the same rather *incidious suggestion that that was a
spy plane. And I've zsked ycu now on & couple of occasions, let me ask you one more
time, wha

. { evicdence other than just the, ah, I suppose the scmewhat soothing effect
trat it has to you anc tc your collezgues te make the charge,

£ , whzt evidence do vou
heve to support that charge? CERASIMOV: Welil', I've elresdy szid, said so, answered
yor severzl guesticns,

ROPFEZL: VYou've zsked 2 znswered of guestions, but you've provided no evidence, and
I'm asking you if there is zny evicence, zny concrete evidence to suggest that that

CONTINUED
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was being usec for espionage? GERASIMOV: There are tertzin unansweregd
:ens. There is no very hard evidence.

ROPPZL: All right. Fine. Why don't we stop on that point for the moment;' then? Ang
N

we continue our discussion in 2 moment.
ROPPEL: (Nightline joinec in progress)...how long will it be, what has to happen
tefore that can be in & i 3

t in 2, in 2 somevhal pleasanter (sic) atmosphere? KIRKPATRICK:

Rell. I. vou know, I don't know. I cam tell vou that I've talkec to &2 number of, of

: echniczl experts, military and civilian ane others, federal avistion
¢ anc so fcrth, zbout what needs to be done in order to iy to make sure that
no such trsgic occurrence happens agzin. That's our gcel. Our gozl above all is to
t-y to make certain that no, that this never happens again. There's gemeral view
ameng our lechnical experts that we don't really need new regulations, sc much as we
neec :zplementation of the regulations that exist. There is an international board,
which pakes both rules anc recommendstions. And apparently most nations abide by
those rules and recommendations and the Soviets don't. Anc the, the first and
feremost goal would have to try to be to persuade the Soviets to live by civilized
rules ci behavior. 4Anc we need, we neec to gel them to change the notion that because

airliner is lost er strays into Soviet territory it oughta be shot down or it's
their sovereign right to shoot it down is really shocking. There's no mation in the
l¢ that, ah, believes that.

it Nr. Gerssimov in Moscow is

: Llet us assume for z moment, Madap Ambassdor, th
that he reflects the Soviet government. XKIRKPATRICKR: Uh huk.

]
turzte ‘barometer,

-

ning the conclusion that
don't. 4nd I also noted
v

ev

Do you derive from znything he has szid ¢
3 c
3

ning is likely to change? KIRKPATRICR: i'm 3
2l dissppeintment and dismay today that when the Soviet govermment finzlly dig
t_they hac shot down the airliner, anc that wzs five ésvs later, they also
it was appropriste and it was carrying out an order ang that it was
: w law which had just been put on the Soviet books in the last year,
ire their right to shoot down zny cresture o- Vehicle that strays
hat's very discouraging fer the rest of vs, I think.
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ve thern. 4nc second, I read about it in Amer:icarm press, for instance, San

o Ixaminer. 4nd ir this particular article, an officiz) from Pentagon was
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ROPPZL: Well, I zust szy I'm, I'c moved by your zcdcilicn to the zccurzey of the
émericen press. Eul I zssure you thel there zre more articles in the Anerican press
these cavs thatl zre concdexning the Soviet Union fer what has nappened than these that
excuse 1. CEIRASIMOV: T cem imagine thzat.

CONTINUED
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/7.

S ; : . . maybe while
sroacnang the enc of the program, anc I would like to make this point. Let:s

F

ya;%ze, was 1t possible,'this particular sccident, wss it possible, if--that's z ver
b%g %.--we.héd'gooc relations anc we trusted each other, so, I think this partzcular Y
sdirline, with its unfortunate number, 007, wzs shot dovn, it was bec

irla . . suse it was &
vietim of Fhe Cold War. 1If we had good Telat:ons, if we trusted each other of
course, this couldn't rezlly happen. T

ROPPEZL: And I, I.... GERASIMOV: But I would like to make this point,
e

H
1

N Ryt PR . . :

“p"”f‘ sul maybde.... GERASIMOV: The underlying course, the underlying course of

he whc.e Thing is the internzticnzl tension anc the unfortunate side very :

P Ty ihe=gse . .ot s . . . ’ -

unicrtunzie sicde-effect of this particular cetastrophe is that it is being used to

increzse Lhis internztionzl tension even further, which is no gooc.

ROPPEL: t mazy be ¢f some small comfo 1 !
PPIL: £ ‘ort to you, Mr. Gerasimov, when I t

. “ - ; e

s ’ b 1l you that

' d'SOvie: sirerzft and other aireraft froz the Communist bloz have straved ov

the United States curing this peciod of grest tension, as you describe it yAnd t;r

have not been shot down. It is only vour government that hat chosen to :;spond thei
V. DBut let me turn to the cuestion... GERASIMOV: They cidn't identify :

RRPATRICK: They've zlso been shot down, thev've also stravecd over Japanese =zi

nc never been shol down an¢ many other nations' airspace ané never been shot .1rspace

GERASIMOV: They're identified as such, as civilian sirline. conm.

LI

\ . oy .
no, we re talking slso about military aireszft. Some of your

t have actually flown in ) ai :
B : a y £l to sz. airspace. That, oo, has appeared in

sE. & surprise¢ you haven't read it. Aand they were not shot down

y escorted out of the are:, znc indeed, some 6f the tomercizl

1
€
Linets, they vere deniec certain rights for I believe, Mscan Anbassad a
't it? KIRKPATRICR: That's right. o ) °T. 60 dayz,

Now,'le: me, let me 2sk you, Mr. Gerasimov, the question that I adcressed to
palrick & moment ago. Where do you think, given the way things stand right
; :ven the = ent reluctance cf the Soviet Union to apclogize, where do soL
th%nk p.s.-Soviet T cns @re heacdec? GIRASINMOV: Well, they aTe at’a ve;y 1owy -
;nde?d. 3 erzl secretzry of the Unitec Nations szig Tecently. He's not
tugsl © gel ?wo or thee ceys ago. BHe szig sowmething along these )
ecc:dent shoulc not be usec to sggTevete @
€ezCy Very pbac. 4Ancd I think it's = VeIV EOOL Tos
e & Because, you see, € 2Te go:ing e= =
nger of &2 big nuclezs confr el:cn, where these wil
ly:ing course ¢f the whole t ¥
The uncerlying ceuse ¢f t
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: internzticnal tension, sng if

S . ' whele thing was the Soviet proclivity
e &nc then lying sbout it. +£SIMOV:  So, let, you are, v;u are

ur opinicn. Bul my opimion it the uncerlying cazuse ig Soviet:American

e sust {-y somehow te go back to the years cetente when we ten trust

3 /nc then these atcifents will never happen. }

o my
P

OPTT . - - . ’ s - ‘e NP .

KGpP2zZl: ir. Cerzsimov, let me just--veu're Tighl we zre moving toward the enc of this
srecgram—-oul 1 e t: D 2 Tew 1 3 v § I gav? v v 3 : .
; ‘c -3 Ui el : € L.¢ Lp € -i‘- L008€ €enCs, 12z i Dey s Wao Eeve the eroer, wzeg 1t the
R R ot e S . —

Ti.ilary or was (hal orcer cenfirmed by civilizns in Mescow? GERASIMOV: Sorry?
NCPPIL: Whce peve the orcer fo s} iown the zlzne? Wz :

\. =0 wWne §;~e the orcer to sngot COR:*LDf Fi&ne? Wae trhet = rurely military
c.ce..:a -ccel. 2 Teg:onel ccnmander? GIRASIMOV: Accorcing, asccording, sccorcing to
cur Lnicroelien, loctel asuthorities.
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.
ROPPZILl: Without referring it back to Moscow this, this decision was made? - GERASIMOV:
It is nctl meniionec in the statewent, as afar as I know. 1 wasn't there on the scene,

but in the statement of the.Soviet EOVernmeﬁt, it mentioned that the local authorities
deciced zfter, after failing to get into contact with this plane.

KOFPZIL let me turn to you in your capacily as an analyst and a commentator. From
whal vou know of the Soviet heirarchy a2nd the military structure, do you think it is
likely that this woulcd have been done by 2 local commander at the local level? Or
gon't veu think this would have been bumped up to & somewhat higher commang?
GERASIMOV: I don't really know. But I can imagine it was done on & local basis. It
was & tonight,(sic) and, and I don't know really. I think it's quite possible.

ROPPZL: There has been 5 demand made by President Reagan, as you know, for
co=pensztion to be paicd to the victims. You think that'll ever happen? GERASIMOV:

Well, I'm not & legal expert, ancd, ah....

ROPPZL: 7o the families of the victims, ] should say. GIRASIMOV: The position of Dy
goverr is that the responsibility lies with those for sending this plane into the

Soviet zirspace. 1 don't know how the government will decide this legal aspect of the
situztion.

ROPPEZL: Mrs. Rirkpatrick, 2 closing comment from you, please. KIRRPATRICR: I think
it's very sac that the Soviet government even now can't admit the possibility that an
strayed into their ter*;tc*y and got, as it were, lost there. They didn't
know wnere they were. There's & classical response to that and that's to help out.. ,
You know the ship at ses that's off course or the airliner that strays. And there's =
civilized response to it. 4Anc there's z civilizec response, even if you're
suspicious. Anc we very deeply regret that the Soviet Union kas, even when it ¢ig not
have tivilizec respense, it had & very brutzl, barbarous response. Ané even sfter

having hac the time to think it over, thinks it did the right thing in cooly BUrdering
theee 269 people.

aicline
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